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Whether life-long east-siders, residents who live in the wider Des Moines
metro, families who travel from various corners of our state, or even
outside of Iowa - attending the Iowa State Fair is a tradition for so many.
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| [imm | Onceinside the gates, where your group goes first and what attractions
or concession stands you visit is generally the same Fair after Fair. For
families, the first request parents might hear from their kiddos is “let’s go see the Butter
Cow,” or perhaps they beg to test their bravery on their favorite Thrill Park ride. Fairgoers
Meg Courter just can’t miss the activities that bring back those wonderful memories. It's comfortable and
Development Manager comforting to accomplish the goals tradition prescribes for Fairgoers.

Often, the most meaningful is the search for a family brick or time spent sitting on a bench

honoring a loved one. This is where tradition comes full circle. For these Fairgoers, the stories

that are told year after year - about where Grandpa and Grandma camped, about individuals

who haven’t missed a Fair, or about the generations who've shown livestock - all come down

to doing something we love with friends and family. These stories are what make traditions
THOUSANDS SO special.

O e Earlier this summer, the Blue Ribbon Foundation was contacted by Lisa Myers of Conroe,

ENJOY SIMILAR Texas. She needed help locating a bench honoring her grandparents, Edward and Lula
TRADITIONS WHICH Mander. Lisa planned to bring her grandson Cooper from Texas to experience the Iowa State
ARE SHARED WITH Fair and learn more about Edward and Lula’s love for the Fair. Staff was thrilled to be able to
US THROUGHOUT help her locate the bench and learn more about her family’s connection to the Iowa State Fair.
THE YEAR. Edward and Lula’s enthusiasm for the Fair reflected their pride in being lowa farmers. It was

a chance to get away from the farm, after completing most of the summer work and before
harvest. They traveled from their farm near Lawton in Northeast Iowa and stayed in their
pickup camper on the campgrounds. Catching up with their campground “neighbors” was
essential.

From her childhood, Lisa recalls joining Edward and Lula in these favorite Fair activities,
seeing the Butter Cow, admiring the beautiful vegetables at the Agriculture Building,
watching the cows being milked and grabbing ice cream at the Dairy Barn. The family would
finish the day by listening to fiddlers and viewing the displays in Pioneer Hall.

“Bringing my grandson to the Fair that was so integral to my

Noted, Corndog summers as [ was growing up was incredibly special,” said Lisa.
JEkaiiecap “Cooper walked in the footsteps of his great-great grandparents
Fair Highlights during our time at the Fair, and we shared some quiet, restful

moments seated on their bench. It felt like a circle had been

2024 ISF Volunteers
completed bringing him to a place so laced with memories of

lowans of the Day my grandparents.”
Internships Thousands of lowans enjoy similar traditions which are shared
Fair Merchandise with us throughout the year. The Blue Ribbon Foundation is

pleased to make these special opportunities available through
our various giving programs for individuals who wish to
Back the Barns commemorate traditions or honor their loved ones.

Online Auction

Cooper at his first lowa State Fair sitting on
Mailbox, Donor Profile the bench of his great, great grandparents
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- SAVE THE DATES

Corndog Kickoff:
Saturday, July 12,2025

lowa State Fair:
August 7-17, 2025

e The Blue Ribbon Foundation will host an
online lowa State Fair souvenir auction

November 14-17, 2024. Select lapel

pins, ornaments and other memorabilia

will be available for bid.

* Do you receive our monthly E
If not, please send your email

and we’ll add you to the list.

NEED TO CONTACT US?

CALL
515-262-3111 Ext. 371

EMAIL
Info@BlueRibbonFoundation.org

MAIL

P.O. Box 57130

Des Moines, IA 50317
www.BlueRibbonFoundation.org
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A Piece of
the Puzzle

2024 CORNDOG KICKOFF
| BENEFIT AUCTION AND
FAIR FOOD GRAZING PARTY

The lowa State Fair Blue Ribbon
Foundation’s 2024 Corndog Kickoff Benefit
Auction and Fair Food Grazing Party
highlighted the fundraising piece of the
lowa State Fair puzzle with the help of many
generous donors. The celebration raised

a total of $766,684 toward the renovation
and preservation of the historic lowa State
Fairgrounds!
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gathered for a night full of fun and food
i

|

8 «
LUy mis®®

in the William C. Knapp Varied Industries
Building to raise money for various projects around the grounds. The Blue Ribbon Foundation
auctioned off 31 live and 283 silent auction packages.

“The lowa State Fair Blue Ribbon Foundation is beyond
grateful for each contribution that made this year’s
Corndog Kickoff a success,” said Peter Cownie, Blue
Ribbon Foundation Executive Director. “Your support
allows us to continue preserving the history of the lowa
State Fair, while improving the grounds and the facilities
for your children, your grandchildren and all Fairgoers.”

A special thank you to Corndog Kickoff
patrons, concessionaires, auction donors,
volunteers and guests for helping make
this year’s event a success. Mark your
calendars to attend the 2025 Corndog
Kickoff on Saturday, July 12.
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e Thank you for supporting these specific improvement
projects in 2024: Ye Old Mill, Agriculture Building
ramp and doors, Jacobson Square, Iowa State Fair
Police Headquarters, campgrounds bathhouse, water
bottle refilling stations, paved handicapped parking
lot, Hillcrest Dorm’s roof, parking lot lighting and
sidewalks by the Anne and Bill Riley Stage.

¢ The Blue Ribbon Foundation sold a record $679,000
worth of merchandise during the Iowa State Fair.
Top selling items were t-shirts, sweatshirts, hats and
the Butter Cow stuffed animal. In addition, more
than 65,000 bottles of water were sold. Both of these
fundraisers wouldn’t be possible without the help of
our outstanding volunteers.

e The Sheep Barn renovation included the restoration
of the brick, remodeled existing restrooms and added
new ones, updated offices, repainted the interior,
installation of underground storm sewer on the north,
west, and east sides and new sun-shading for the
show arena. The renovation will be complete with the
installation of the restored terra cotta on the east end
of the barn.

e Thank you to the lowa Auctioneers Association for
graciously donating the profits from their auctioneer
showcase during the Fair. Congratulations to Quest
Flesner, the Bid Calling Grand Champion at the event.

e Thank you to Painting with a Twist for offering
painting classes to Fairgoers during the Iowa State
Fair. The classes raised $1,734 toward our mission.
Participants truly enjoyed all the fun of the Fair and
made memories they will cherish for many years to
come.

¢ The Blue Ribbon Foundation hosted our BINGO
fundraiser on the Grand Concourse for two days! 80
games were played each day with an average of 40
Fairgoers playing each game, helping the Blue Ribbon
Foundation raise $5,286.50.

e Thank you to everyone who purchased a raffle
ticket for the luxury vacation in Turks and Caicos.
The raffle raised $19,050 toward our mission.

We hope the winner enjoys their trip!

e The Woodcarvers’ Auction raised $78,146. All proceeds
from the auction are dedicated to Our Fair’s Future,
the Blue Ribbon Foundation’s endowment fund. A
special thank you to Chainsaw Artists — Gary Keenan,
T.J. Jenkins and Clint Henik for producing such
outstanding pieces of art.




THANK YOU

s we reflect on the Iowa State Fair, our appreciation for the
647 incredible Blue Ribbon Foundation volunteers remains
unwavering. Thank you for your time and talent in making the
2024 Towa State Fair a tremendous success.

Volunteers contributed an impressive 5,254 hours across 1,371
shifts, playing a crucial role in fundraising for the renovation
and preservation of the historic Iowa State Fairgrounds. Your
efforts in selling merchandise and bottled water, assisting
with Jake’s Club and BINGO, and promoting the Blue Ribbon

Foundation’s mission have made a significant impact.

WE ARE CONTINUALLY
GRATEFUL FOR
YOUR SUPPORT.
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IOWANS OF THE DAY
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Marilyn has dedicated over 17 years to coordinating volunteer programs at the Benton County Community
Center. She leads a group of 16 volunteers on Wednesdays, overseeing projects such as making pillows
for hospital patients, crafting blankets and treats for nursing homes, and providing food support for the
community. Additionally, Marilyn assists in finding transportation for individuals needing rides to medical
appointments.
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Pat is heavily involved in the National Quilts of Valor Foundation and has provided quilts to over 250 veter-
ans and active duty service personnel since 2019. Her efforts have made a significant impact on American
heroes across the state, country, and even globally. In June, Pat organized over 60 people in four separate
locations to make Quilts of Valor on a single day, resulting in over 50 finished quilts. This demonstrates her
exceptional commitment to supporting and honoring veterans and active duty service members.
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Roxanne is actively engaged with the Yale Community Club, assisting with the coordination of events. She is
committed to serving the Jamaica Lions Club and fundraising for community projects. Roxanne’s involvement
extends to supporting youth activities, agricultural initiatives, and advocating for individuals with disabilities.
Roxanne’s extensive volunteer work demonstrates her unwavering commitment to serving her community in
a meaningful way.

[Yle&m %Mﬂér» - C_{)uioww&

Nelson has played a key role in organizing Architecture Days, a popular event that offers tours of Dubugque’s
historical sites. Nelson is an ambassador for the Dubugue Area Chamber of Commerce and is actively involved
in showcasing Dubugque to job-seekers and newcomers through his role as a tour guide for Travel Dubuque
and the Greater Dubuque Development Corporation. He has been a committed member of the Dubugue Noon
Lions Club for over 50 years and is an active volunteer at their food booth during the Dubugue County Fair.
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John is a dedicated community leader who has made significant contributions to various youth and commu-
nity initiatives. He has actively written grants for community projects, organized essential services such as

swim lessons and transportation, and supported youth groups through fundraising. He supports the Treynor
Community Can Kennel, which benefits various youth groups and has raised over $246,000 to date.
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As a member of Team lowa Missions, Crystal and her husband have made nine trips to Haiti fo share

hope and compassion and support children and the elderly. As a retired teacher, she is actively involved in
providing musical and educational programs to people of all ages by volunteering in multiple educational and
community organizations. Crystal also is involved with the Ottumwa Lord’s Cupboard, where she assists in
distributing food to families and individuals in need.

Chloe Hamaker, Blue Ribbon Foundation Intern, celebrates Crystal James of Ottumwa as lowan of the Day.
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Tate, at just 17, is an exemplary leader and dedicated community server. He has showcased strong leadership
skills through his involvement in Boys State, Student Council, FFA, and FBLA. Tate’s contributions extend to
the State Youth Advisory Council and the Bellevue School Board, where he provides valuable insights. He is
also a member of the Sons of the American Legion and the National Honor Society. Tate's commitment to
community service is evident through his participation in the Bellevue High School Silver Cord Program, and
plans to join the Marines after graduation.
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Rodd has been an essential contributor to Primghar and 0Brien County for many years, actively involved in
various community initiatives. His dedication has been demonstrated through his work with the MercyOne
Hospital Foundation for two decades and serving on the original EMS Building Construction Committee.
Rodd has also shown his commitment to the 0'Brien County Fair by securing sponsors for four billboards to
commemorate its 100th year.
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Elaine is a respected figure in lowa, known for her pioneering work in civil and women’s rights. She integrat-
ed dorms at Drake University and later became the first African American director of the Des Moines Public
Library. Her accomplishments include innovating library materials, automating the library, protecting privacy
rights, and serving on multiple boards and organizations, including the American Library Association and the
State Historical Society.
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Kendall, former Algona Chief of Police, dedicated 41 years of service to law enforcement. He initiated

a program for officers to read to young students, promoting positive relationships with the community.
Post-retirement, Kendall remains actively involved in volunteer work, serving on various committegs and
organizations to give back to his community. He volunteers on election days, helps out at local community
events, provides assistance to the people of Haiti, and supports veterans through “Moving Veterans Forward”
of North Central lowa by collecting and distributing furniture and household items.

Peter Cownie, Blue Ribbon Foundation Executive Director, and Speed Herrig of Cookies Food Products,
present Kendall Pals of Algona with his lowan of the Day award.
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BLUE RIBBON
FOUNDATION

he Blue Ribbon Foundation works year-round
to plan and prepare for the lowa State Fair.
Each summer, our office expands from a
five-person team to eight by welcoming

Lane three dedicated interns. We couldn’t have a
successful Corndog Kickoff or Fair without their hard work.

Our internship program offers hands-on experience, allowing
interns to develop their organizational and administrative skills
while gaining expertise in business, communication, event
management, marketing, and public relations. This is not your
typical internship; each intern becomes a true member of the
Blue Ribbon Foundation team, collaborating closely with staff,
coordinating key projects, and fostering strong relationships
between committed donors and the Iowa State Fair.

A special thank you to our 2024 interns — Chloe Hamaker, Jayce
Reed, and Lauren McCullum. From coordinating the Iowan

of the Day program to planning donor hospitality events and
engaging sponsors, each intern was a vital part of our team.

If you know a hardworking, motivated college student who
loves the Iowa State Fair, please share the Foundation’s

2025 internship opportunity with them. Visit our website

at www.BlueRibbonFoundation.org to learn more about

the program. Applications will be accepted until November 30.




IOWA STATE FAIR STORE

The Blue Ribbon Foundation is dedicated to enhancing and preserving the Iowa State Fairgrounds through the sale of
merchandise in our online store. When you shop at www.BlueRibbonFoundation.org, you're not just buying unique
items, you're also supporting a great cause. Be sure to check out the highlighted items. Thank you for your support!
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Special Order

The Blue Ribbon Foundation partnered with Sticks, Inc. to create two
specialty lowa State Fair items in the “Sincerely, Sticks” collection. All profits
from the sale of these two items go directly to the Blue Ribbon Foundation.

Picture Frame: This 4”x6"” photo frame has a unique lowa State Fair design.
It includes a support stand for tabletop display and a keyhole on the back
for hanging. $120

Make Gual Memories

Lazy Susan: This 18" lazy Susan showcases livestock, music, food and
family — everything we love about the great lowa State Fair. $250

Both items ship free directly from the Sticks, Inc. website (www.Sticks.com)
within 1-2 weeks.




Qty. Item Description Price Total
The 22nd Edition Cookbook features select ribbon-winning
recipes from the 2022 and 2023 lowa State Fairs. Delicious
1. Cookhook appetizers, snacks, side dishes, main dishes, breads, desserts 820
and more are just waiting to be made in your kitchen at home.
2. Pork Chop on a (S)Pekof Cthe most po?u!?r Locl).dlltems is thgtﬁct);k Chop c;n akl | ’e
Stick Ornament ick. Commemorate its deliciousness with this one-of-a-kin $
ornament.
This double-sided 350 piece jigsaw puzzle features a majestic
photograph of the lowa State Fairgrounds’ Horse Barn. The
3. Puzzie other side of the puzzle highlights the Fair's competitive spirit $18
with award-winning ribbons.
This ornament celebrates the 50th Anniversary of the Sky
4. Sky Glider Ornament Glider, created by Sticks, as part of the “Sincerely, Sticks” $25
collection.
Never wear boring socks again with one-of-a-kind lowa State
Fair socks.
5. Socks Blue with Butter Cows or Black with Corndogs $10
(Circle design choice.)
Tea Towel featuring two designs:
6. Tea Towels “Everything is Better with Butter” or “The Best Foods are on a $10
Stick!” (Circle design choice.)
Created by Mrs. Hand Painted, these 4” wooden tiles add a
little lowa State Fair to your home décor. Stands are available to Tiles: $6
7. Wood Tile display the tiles. Title Design:
Animals, Cookies, Corn, Ferris Wheel, Corndog Stand: $18
Stand: Black or White (Circle design choice and stand color.)
Please send with payment to: Usn:]er_$2$575==$g;”$ '2(6]ve_r 2?2 : 2:2 Shipping
lowa State Fair Blue Ribbon Foundation !
P.0. Box 57130, Des Moines, IA 50317 * or call: 1-800-450-3732 Total
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IOWA STATE FAIR SOUVENIR ONLINE AUCTION

From the very start, Fairgoers have cherished souvenirs from their visits to the iconic
Iowa State Fair. The Blue Ribbon Foundation continues this tradition by offering a
variety of souvenirs as part of our fundraising efforts.

A selection of these souvenirs and other memorabilia will be featured in an online
auction this fall. Some collectibles include the Foundation’s lapel pins offered since
1993, ornaments, Isabel Bloom sculptures, Sticks’ plaques, a selection of lowa State
Fair staff-issued lapel pins and much more!

Online bidding will open on Thursday, November 14 at 10 AM and close on Sunday,
November 17 at 8 PM.

Check the website for updated photos and descriptions of each souvenir beginning in
November. To bid, you must register as a bidder and provide the required information
on the form, including a valid credit card number. Winning bidders will receive
details on how to pick up their item(s) or have them shipped.




PROJECT

The combination of large-scale projects and smaller
improvements enhances the lowa State Fairgrounds and
preserve its rich history. Your support is vital to these efforts,
and it's exciting to think about the positive changes ahead.
Thank you for being part of this mission!

Some of the upcoming projects include: addition of sod around
the new bath house in the campgrounds, William C. Knapp
Varied Industries Building kitchen/concession stand remodel,
Agriculture Building roof, new staircase accessing the west side
of Grandfather’s Hill, Administration Building carpet, repaved
Thrill Ville entrance and hard surface behind the Elwell Family
Food Center, new dirt for the Jacobson Exhibition Center, and
a sidewalk on the west side of the Anne and Bill Riley Stage. All
of this plus beginning work on renovations in the Horse Barn.

Back the Barns: Thank you to those donors who have
joined the Back the Barns fundraising campaign. These
individuals are committed to supporting the renovation of

the historic, early 20th-century animal barns, ensuring that
generations of Fairgoers will continue the cherished tradition of
showing their livestock at the lowa State Fair.

Please consider joining this specific campaign. As a token of
our gratitude, you will receive a commemorative belt buckle,

donors upon project completion.

S

Yes! | want to join the
“Back the Barns” Campaign!

Q and your name will be included on a plaque recognizing

Name:

Company:

Address:

City, State, ZIP:

Phone:

$3,000 Membership

[ ] One-time $3,000 gift
L] Annual gift of $1,000 for a 3-year term
[] Quarterly gifts of $250 for a 3-year term

[]check [ Credit Card #:

Exp. Date: Sec. Code:

[
[
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I
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I
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MAILBOX

R

P.O. Box 57130
DES MOINES, IA 50317

“| can't thank the Blue Ribbon Foundation enough
for the honor of ‘lowan of the Day’ during this year's
lowa State Fair. | hope by bringing my 4 grandchil-
dren fo the Fair, | am continuing a tradition with my
family that my parents started with me and that my
wife and | continued with our two daughters.”

Lol Hotttamp

PRIMGHAR

“My sister and | love fo volunteer at the lowa State
Fair and this was our first time for the Blue Ribbon
Foundation in the Elwell Family Food Center. This
was by far our favorite ‘job’ yet, everyone was so
kind! Including all of our customers which | learned
SO MUCH about the Fair from. Can't wait to volunteer
again in 2025."

Yo ridgenon

GRANGER

DONOR PROFILE: ERNIE & PAULA BARNES

Many people claim to be lowa State Fair enthusiasts or Fair fanatics. One
couple truly earns their self-proclaimed “Fair Junkie” title. They have more
than 50 combined years of service to the lowa State Fair.

While Ernie grew up in Mississippi and Paula in Indiana, both were local
fairgoers who were active in the agriculture industry. It felt natural for
them not only to attend the State Fair when they moved to lowa in the mid
1980’s, but also to fill leadership roles within the event.

Ernie volunteered in the livestock barns for five years before becoming the
Swine Barn Superintendent. He has held this role for 22 years.

“Every morning, I'll drink my cup of coffee and sit on a bench outside of the
Swine Barn,” said Ernie. “The benches are in honor of icons in the pork in-
dustry. | reflect on how things have changed and improved. It's my favorite
way to start the day.”

Paula got involved with the Fair’s volunteer program and took over as the
Information Volunteer Superintendent in 2004. While Emie stays busy in the
Swine Barn, Paula fills her Fair days by managing 250 Information Booth
volunteers. Paula takes pride knowing that volunteering at the lowa State
Fair is a family tradition. Many volunteers are retired couples and some are
even a grandparent and grandchild duo.

“The lowa State Fair is all about family,” said Paula. “Our kids showed
livestock, worked on the Blue Ribbon Foundation’s water crew and our
daughter was even the State Fair Queen in 2004."

Ernie and Paula have been involved with the Blue Ribbon Foundation since
the organization was created in 1993. In fact, Ernie was one of the live auc-
tion ringmen at the very first Corndog Kickoff held in Pioneer Hall in 1997.

“The event was a success,” said Ernie. “Even back then, the Blue Ribbon
Foundation knew how to make those important connections with people
that would lead to bigger and better things.”

IOWA STATE FAIR Non-Profit
BLUE RIBBON e
FOUNDATION PAID
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Des Moines, |IA
Permit No. 4301

The first Corndog Kickoff raised $67,000 and had
450 people in attendance. This past summer’s
event, in which Emnie continued his role as a ring-
men, hosted 2,000 Fair lovers and raised $766,684.

Both Paula and Ernie are so dedicated to their
roles during the lowa State Fair that they rarely see each other.

“We might be able to eat together once during the 11 days,” said Ernie.
“Otherwise we grab food from our favorite concessionaires and eat in the
camper when we have a free minute. We are able to carve out more time to
explore the Fairgrounds when the grandkids are here.”

Paula’s talents of event planning and organization don't end in August.

The couple owns and operates “Barnes’ Place,” a wedding venue on their
property in Adel. The venue is booked almost every weekend in the summer
and fall, sometimes even having two weddings on the same weekend.

“I'll be bussing tables at a wedding reception and someone will recognize
me from the Fair,” said Ernie. “We'll get to talking and I'll get behind on my
cleaning duties.”

Ernie is full of lowa State Fair stories and could probably strike up a con-
versation with just about anyone. As for Paula, one story she will always
remember s the time that she and her granddaughter were walking into the
Administration Building, and the granddaughter said, “Look! There’s a brick
with my mom's name.

Even with their differing duties and schedules, Paula and Ernie agree that
it brings them great joy to reconnect with many friends who they see only
once a year during Fairtime. The lowa State Fair will forever be a special
place for the Barnes family.

Thank you, Ernie and Paula, for your dedication to the Iowa
State Fair and support of the Blue Ribbon Foundation.

e



